
    
 

 APRIL 25,  2021   
4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  -  GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 

             

 

Midtown Catholic 
As mentioned in last week’s bulletin and in a recent email, we will begin using the name Midtown Catholic in reference 
to our family of parishes, St. Joan of Arc and St. Thomas More.  It is likely that another parish will be added in the fu-
ture, but that’s about all I know for certain about that.  What I do know for certain is that the landscape of parish life 
in Omaha will be changing dramatically in the next 10-15 years with more priests retiring and fewer seminarians be-
ing ordained.  If you don’t want it to change, start praying for vocations and encouraging your sons and grandsons to 
consider becoming priests.  In the meantime, our task, or more specifically, my task as pastor is to continue to provide 
for the pastoral care for our communities, ensure the word of God is proclaimed, and work so that the Christian faith-
ful are nourished through the devout celebration of the sacraments and, in a special way, that they frequently ap-
proach the sacraments of the Most Holy Eucharist and penance (cf. CIC 528).  
 
 
 
 

Welcome Back to Mass 
I’m sure by now you are aware that Archbishop Lucas along with the other bishops of Nebraska are planning to end 
the dispensation from the Sunday obligation on Pentecost Sunday, which is May 23rd.  While some of us may not be 
ready to return, others may just need a little nudging.  I thought Bishop Conley did a nice job of offering guidance of 
when the obligation does not apply: 

*if you have been diagnosed with COVID-19 or have good reason to believe that you may have contracted it; 
*if you are ill or have a condition that would seriously compromise your health if you contracted COVID-19; 
*if you care for the sick, homebound, or infirm and have a compelling reason for believing that you would infect 

them by going to Mass; 
*if you have significant and grave fear or anxiety of becoming ill by being at Mass; or 
*if you are elderly or pregnant and have a serious reason to believe you would put yourself or your child at risk 

by attending Mass. 
 

As I write this, the positive case numbers and hospital occupancy have been on the rise.  I have communicated to the 
Chancery my opinion that I believe the lifting of the dispensation is too soon. 
 

In the meantime, whether the Archbishop sticks with that date or not, those who have no good reason not to come back 
to Mass, need to be welcomed, invited, and encouraged.  We are also beginning to make plans to somehow com-
memorate what we have all been through, rebuild on the good that already exists in our parishes, and celebrate the 
importance of worshiping together at Mass.  It’s important that we don’t move on too quickly and pretend as if nothing 
happened.  
             Yours in Christ, 

                Fr. Jeff Lorig 

St. JoAN  ARC 
OF 

3122 South 74th Street 

Omaha, Nebraska 68124 

Phone    (402) 393-2005 

Fax    (402) 398-9438 

Website  www.sjaomaha.org 

Email    church@sjaomaha.org 

Catholic Church 
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Mass/Confession Times at St. Thomas More 
 

Monday  -  Friday:  7:00 am 
 

Saturdays:  8:00 am  &  5:00 pm 
 

Sundays:   8:00 am  & 10:30 am 

   (Note:  10:30 am Mass is livestreamed  

                   via stmomaha.org) 
 

  

 

Confessions on Saturdays: 4pm-4:40 pm 

  

PARISH PERSONNEL 
Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Lorig 

402-556-1456, ext. 207 

Email:  jplorig@archomaha.org 

Senior Associate Pastors: 

   Rev. Greg Benkowski 

    Rectory 402-393-8918 

   Rev. Frank Baumert 

    Cell 402-677-1565    

Deacon Ron & Julie Ryan  

402-551-4330 

Deacon Tim & Ruth Leininger 

402-731-7474 

 

Parish Business Manager 

Martha N. Saettele 

402-393-2005, ext. 4 

Bulletin Editor:  Linda Boyer 

Email:  bulletin@sjaomaha.org 

 

School Principal: Kayleen Wallace 

Secretary, Renae Vorland 

402-393-2314, ext 3 

Fax 402-393-4405 
 

Religious Education: Jennifer Muckey  

Email: jennifermuckey@gmail.com 
  

Athletic Director: Dylan & Beth Biros 

402-210-5407   

Email:  sjasports@yahoo.com 
  

Prayer Assistance Line 

Melinda Kenton 402-390-9470 

Kim Large:  prayer@sjaomaha.org 
  

Holy Communion to Homebound 

Deacon Tim  402-731-7474 

 

Food for The Francis House  

Mary Kentch 402-593-8703 
  

 

Funerals:  Please call the Parish Office  

  

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism  

Contact Patty at St. Thomas More Office, 402- 

556-1456, or psettles@stm.omhcoxmail.com  

3 months prior to baptism. 

Marriage 

Please call Fr. Lorig at least 9 months in 

advance for date and instruction information.  

Always verify priest and  church availability 

before reserving reception venue. 

Penance   

Saturdays, 4:00-4:50 pm. 

Anytime by appointment 

Si necesita alguna información o tiene preguntas 

acerca de la iglesia por favor comuniquese con  

Martha Nevárez Saettele al 402-393 2005 ext. 4 

  

500 Confraternity   

April 25, 2021  -  Rick Lutmer 

 

Liturgical Ministers 
 May 1, 2021 and May 2, 2021  
 

       EMHCs                   Lectors 

       5:00 pm  -  Jean Harden   Carol Nish  

       8:00 am  -  Frank Klusmire  Frank Klusmire  

                           Crown Pointe  -  Deacon Tim 

      10:30 am      -  Angelo Perry   Linda Bayer 

SJA St. Vincent de Paul Conference 
“Our SJA St. Vincent DePaul Conference will be having our first post-covid 

meeting on May 10th at 7:00 pm in the 1st floor Teachers’ Lounge.  In 

addition to our regular meeting, we will be seeking new 

members 21 years of age or older who would have 

some time during the day to call, with a current mem-

ber, on a client in our parish area when necessary.   

Also on the agenda will be volunteers for open officer 

positions.  All interested, please come.”  

         -  Bill Bayer, Treasurer, 402.819.1700 

Calendar of Events 
Monday, April 26 

NO School for students; teachers attend Evangelium Institute of Faith Formation 

7:00 pm  -  Zoom meeting for School/Church Storage Project Members 
 

Tuesday, April 27 

7:00 pm  -  Parish Council Meeting  
 

Wednesday, April 28 

6:30 pm  -  Confirmation Rehearsal  at SJA 
 

Sunday, May 2 

2:00 pm  -  Confirmation at SJA 

                 April 25, 2021  -  Good Shepherd Sunday 
 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations will be observed today, which is 

also known as “Good Shepherd Sunday.”  The purpose of this day 

is to publicly fulfill the Lord’s instruction to “Pray the Lord of the 

harvest to send laborers into his harvest” (Mt 9:38;Lk 10:2).  

Please pray that young men and women hear and respond gener-

ously to the Lord’s call to the priesthood, diaconate, religious life, 

societies of apostolic life or secular institutes! 

Help Our Parish Excel  (HOPE) 
 

Some have asked, “How does the HOPE program 

work?”  Participating retailers agree to sell gift cer-

tificates to our organization at a discount.  Families 

like yours buy the certificates for full face value, 

they redeem them for full face value, and our par-

ish keeps the difference as revenue.  The beauty of the HOPE certificates is 

that you put your regular household dollars to work.  You earn money for our 

parish without spending an additional penny.  HOPE scrip can be used for 

nearly any household purchase including food, clothing, entertainment, gaso-

line, and dining.  In 2002, the HOPE program brought in over $21,000 in prof-

it to the parish. Unfortunately, in recent years our profits have been dwindling, 

and this past year Covid has really thrown us for a loop.  We plan to resume 

selling HOPE certificates after all weekend masses beginning in July.  Until 

then, you can purchase HOPE at the school office from 7:30 am to 3:30 pm 

when school is in session; or you can call Jean Nauss 402-391-1497 to make 

an appointment to purchase at another time.  Help Our Parish Excel! 
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Mass Intentions 
Monday,         April 26, 2021                              Requested by 

   8:30 am  †   Gloria Hill                                   (Huelskamp Family) 

       School Mass for Christendom Academy*  
Tuesday,   April 27, 2021 

   8:30 am       †   Ronald McClellan                (McClellan Family)

         Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena after Mass 

        School Mass for SJA Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd Grade* 
Wednesday,   April 28, 2021    

   8:30 am           †   Colleen Eickelman                    (Krause Family) 

                             Litany of St. Joseph after Mass 

        School Mass for SJA 3rd thru 5th Grade*   
         

Thursday,        April 29, 2021   

   8:30 am           †    Bud Peitzmeier                (Peitzmeier Family) 

        School Mass for SJA 6th thru 8th Grade* 

 

Friday,             April 30, 2021 

   8:30 am       †    Joyce Luebbert                    (Doris Luebbert) 
        School Mass for Christendom Academy*  
 

Saturday,        May 1, 2021 

   5:00 pm                          SJA Parishioners                

         Fr. Greg Schmitt                        
 

Sunday,           May 2, 2021  

   8:00 am         †   Dorothy Gappa            (Jim Gappa & Family)  

         Fr. Greg Schmitt  

 10:30 am                †    Harlan & Vera Mueller                  (Mueller Family) 

                                     Fr. Greg Schmitt 

*Students will use the entire section of pews to the right of center aisle.  

 

Please remember those who are sick in our parish, and those we 

have been asked to pray for:  Ron D’Agata, Rosemary Hays, Dolores 

Nevárez, Father Greg’s family, Julie (Nebbia) Hamick, Sherry Smisek 

Nickel, Jim Caniglia,  Josynne Sherlock,  Anna Maria Leo, Jerry Hogya,  

Bev Sladovnik,  Shirley Bardsley,  Connie Wade,  Maxine Kantor, Maria 

Menjivar, Ken Renkenberger,  Sam Marchese, Nadine Hansen, Anto 

Kinsley, Steve Hamill,  Andrew Ascherl,  Bob Mercier, Grace Fascianella,  

Roger Pedroza, †Robert Swanson 
 

 

 
 

Perpetual Eucharistic  
  Open Hours  

Sundays:  5am  -  call Rick, 402-599-3152 

Mondays:  2pm, 11pm - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Tuesdays:  9am, 10am - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Wednesdays:  1pm - call Rebecca, 402-991-4497  

Thursdays:  1am, 9am, 4pm - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Fridays:  3am  -  call Rebecca, 402-991-4497 

Saturdays:  2am, 8pm - call Deacon Tim, 402-731-7474 

APRIL 25, 2021 -  4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 Donate to JPII Newman Center Today  

The JPII Newman Center in Omaha is changing the lives of col-

lege students.  The Center creates a faith community for stu-

dents at a time when so many are leaving the church.  Many of 

these students are venturing out on their own for the first timje, 

away from the watchful eye of their parents, parish priests, and 

teachers.  Especially in these confusing times and with the 

changes in our culture, there is an urgent need to keep stu-

dents rooted in their faith.  That’s why parishes across the arch-

diocese are holding a special collection this weekend.   
 

Your financial support will provide the opportunity for students 

with common values to continue their faith 

journey through their college years and en-

courage them to be leaders in their future 

parishes and communities.  You can place 

your donation in the collection basket this 

weekend.  Be sure to indicate on the enve-

lope that your donation is for JPII Newman 

Center.  If you prefer, you can securely give 

online at jpiiomaha.org/donate.  Thank you! 

 

CELEBRANDO LOS SACRAMENTOS 
Los sacramentos son los signos visibles de la gracia de Dios en nuestra Iglesia 

Católica. En La Escuela Católica, los niños se preparan y reciben los sacramen-

tos de la Primera Comunión y la Confirmación. En esta temporada estaremos 

celebrando a cientos de los estudiantes que van a recibir estos sacramentos 

tan especiales. Nuestra fe católica realmente está presente en la vida escolar 

de nuestros estudiantes.   

Llámenos al 402.557.5570 para proporcionarle más información acerca de 

todas las opciones y programas que ofrecen nuestras Escuelas Católicas. Visite 

nuestra página de Facebook, “Escuela Católica Arquidiócesis de Omaha” y el 

sitio web www.lovemyschool.com/es/. 

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS 
Sacraments are visible signs of the grace of God in our Catholic Church. 

In Catholic schools, students prepare and receive the sacraments of First 

Holy Communion and Confirmation. This is the time of the year that many 

are going to be celebrating these very special sacraments. The Catholic 

faith is truly present in the school life of our students. 

Please call us at 402.557.5570 for more information about all the options 

and programs that our Catholic Schools can offer. Visit our Facebook page 

“Catholic School Archdiocese of Omaha” or website www.lovemyschool.com. 

If you have some questions about how to set up or revise 

your will, always contact an attorney on how to do so.  

Having your affairs in order is not only fiscally responsible, 

it will help ease the suffering of your loved ones.  You may 

also direct questions to Tony LaMar, Legacy Planning 

Officer, Archdiocese of Omaha at 402.557.5650 or  

ajlamar@archomaha.org. 

Grieving with Great Hope 
Grieving with Great Hope is a journey for those 

who are mourning the loss of a loved one.  We 

recognize there are no stages to grief.  This jour-

ney, firmly grounded in our Catholic Faith, is a six-

week workshop/support group for those who 

have lost a spouse, child, parent, sibling, grand-

child, or friend.  This workshop will be held May 25th, June 1st, 8th, 

15th, 22nd, and 29th, 2021 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm in the Parish 

Center Dining Room at St. Cecilia Cathedral 701 N. 40th street, Oma-

ha, Ne.  Attendance is necessary for each session and seating is 

limited. Please contact Deacon Jim Tardy at jtardy@catholiccem.com 

or 402/391-3711 and 402/551-2313. 

mailto:jtardy@catholiccem.com

