
    
 

   FEBRUARY 21, 2021  -  FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 

Temptations 
 

I fell in love with audio books in college.  There was no Audible app back then, but I did happen to acquire C.S. Lewis’ 
Screwtape Letters on a cassette tape.  I would often listen to it as I fell asleep each night or when taking long road trips 
back home.  Needless to say, I’ve become familiar with the book.  When I taught high school Theology at St. Mary’s in 
O’Neill, we read and discussed the book as part of the senior class curriculum.  So, as I was thinking about what to write 
for this first Sunday of Lent bulletin, I typed temptation into my Google Drive search box and discovered my old notes.  
 

If you are not familiar with the Screwtape Letters, I’ll sum it up for you.  Screwtape is a demon and his letters are to his 
nephew Wormwood, an inexperienced demon.  The letters are meant to instruct the more inexperienced demon on the 
best approach to tempt a man into sin.  What follows for the reader is a depth of insight not merely into wiles of the devil, 
but into human nature and our vulnerabilities to sin.  In my notes, I categorized each chapter/letter by the temptation  
mentioned.  Becoming aware of temptations and our vulnerabilities allows us to be more honest with ourselves and with 
our Lord as we all take this time of Lent to “Repent and believe in the Gospel.”  I hope the following summary of tempta-
tions will serve as an examination of conscience for all of us through this season of conversion.  
 

Preface 
While C.S. Lewis is offering a brief overview of the letters in this preface, it’s a very important part of the whole book. 
The first temptation is two-fold when it comes to reading about demons: To disbelieve that demons exist and to believe 
demons exist and have an excessive and unhealthy fascination with them.  
 

Letter One 

Screwtape advises his nephew not to use rational argument when tempting the man.  Instead he suggests using jargon.  
The lesson for us is that having a clear, sound, rational intellect and argument is good for defeating the devil.  Our God 
created reason.  Even without faith one can come to truth; but when the intellect is clouded by jargon and sentiment, we 
often make poor choices.  
 

Another temptation we fall into is believing that pondering the universal truths of life has nothing to do with real life.  The 
devil wants us stuck in the ordinary, the humdrum, the weather, the traffic, the grind, sports, career, retirement, the Bache-
lor, etc.  A few weeks ago, I quoted U2’s song “I still haven’t found what I’m looking for” in a homily.  Somebody men-
tioned to me later that it was one of their favorite songs.  I asked, “What does the song mean to you?  What is your ex-
perience of not having found what you are looking for?”  The person couldn’t answer. 
 

I believe strongly that the devil in no way wants us to acknowledge that perhaps the ordinariness of life is unsatisfactory. 

While most of us can live decent lives, stay married, and not become axe murderers living the unexamined life, it also 

keeps us from living a life to the fullest.  It’s the adventure-less, comfortable, safe, satisfied with our “courageous” Face-

book posts type of lives that delights the devil and keeps God’s power in us at bay.  
 

           In Christ,  
           Fr. Lorig 
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Mass/Confession Times at St. Thomas More 
 

Monday  -  Friday:  7:00 am 
 

Saturdays:  8:00 am  &  5:00 pm 
 

Sundays:   8:00 am  & 10:30 am 

  

 

Confessions on Saturdays: 4pm-4:40 pm 

  

PARISH PERSONNEL 
Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Lorig 

Cell 402-509-3909 

Email:  jplorig@archomaha.org 

Senior Associate Pastors: 

   Rev. Greg Benkowski 

    Rectory 402-393-8918 

   Rev. Frank Baumert 

    Cell 402-677-1565    
  

Deacon Ron & Julie Ryan  

402-551-4330 

Deacon Tim & Ruth Leininger 

402-731-7474 
 

Parish Business Manager 

Martha N. Saettele 

402-393-2005, ext. 4 

Bulletin Editor:  Linda Boyer 

Email:  bulletin@sjaomaha.org 
 

School Principal: Kayleen Wallace 

Secretary, Renae Vorland 

402-393-2314, ext 3 

Fax 402-393-4405 
 

Religious Education: Jennifer Muckey  

Email: jennifermuckey@gmail.com 
  

Athletic Director: Dylan & Beth Biros 

402-210-5407   

Email:  sjasports@yahoo.com 
  

Prayer Assistance Line 

Melinda Kenton 402-390-9470 

Kim Large:  prayer@sjaomaha.org 
  

Holy Communion to Homebound 

Deacon Tim  402-731-7474 

 

Food for The Francis House  

Mary Kentch 402-593-8703 
  

 

Funerals:  Please call the Parish Office  
  

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism  

Contact Fr. Lorig 3 months prior to 

baptism at 402-509-3909  

Marriage 

Please call Fr. Lorig at least 9 months in 

advance for date and instruction information.  

Always verify priest and  church availability 

before reserving reception venue. 

Penance   

Saturdays, 4:00 - 4:50 pm. 

Anytime by appointment 

Si necesita alguna información o tiene preguntas 

acerca de la iglesia por favor comuniquese con  

Martha Nevárez Saettele al 402-393 2005 ext. 4 

Live Streamed Mass 
  

    Don’t forget, we live stream  

 the St. Thomas More 10:30 am 

 Sunday Mass.  You can access it 

through the St. Joan of Arc website  

          at www.sjaomaha.org. 

   

Calendar of Events 
Friday, February 26th 

7:00 pm  -  Stations of the Cross  - Fr. Frank 

 Liturgical Minister 
February 27th, 2021 and February 28th, 2021  

EMHCs                  Lectors 

       5:00 pm  -  Linda Boyer  Carol Nish 

       8:00 am  -  Julia Craig  Janice Holzapfel 

      10:30 am      -  Valerie LaCrosse Valerie LaCrosse 

  

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration    

            Open Hours   

Mondays: 10pm - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Thursdays: 5am, 9am  -  call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Saturdays: 6pm - call Deacon Tim, 402-731-7474 
 

  Interested in sharing an hour?  Call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Blood Drive at St. Joan of Arc  

Saturday, February 27th  -  7:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

The Human Needs committee will be hosting a blood drive at St 

Joan of Arc.   Since many businesses are not working on site,  

there is an even greater need for blood donors.  An added bonus  

is a free Covid antibody test.     
      

           To book  an appointment  -  https://rcblood.org/30kKvqs.   

     Questions? Contact Penny North at 402-490-3268. 

Fasting and Abstaining in Lent 
 

Ash Wednesday is not a Holyday of Obligation; however, it is a day of fasting and 

abstinence.  Catholics age 14 and older are obliged to abstain from meat on Ash 

Wednesday, the Fridays of Lent, and Good Friday.  Additionally, on Ash Wednes-

day and Good Friday, Catholics from age 18 to 59 are required to fast.   In the 

Catholic tradition, fasting is loosely interpreted.  The law allows only one full meal 

a day but does not prohibit the taking of small amounts of food at the other 

mealtimes.  Illness releases a person from these rules. 

  Attendance Contributions 

January 2021 1191 $35,318 

December 2020 985 $40,886 

November 2020 1291 37,317 

January 2020 — 33,100 

December 2019 — 58,619 

November 2019 — 39,054 

 

Catholic Charities Irish Fest Virtual Gala with Broadway Stars 
 

Please join Fr. Mike Eckley and an array of Broadway stars on Friday evening, Febru-

ary 26, 2021, for Catholic Charities 29th Annual Irish Fest Virtual Gala.  We will 

bring the party to you, with a livestreamed Mass, program, awards, auction, and 

some amazing Broadway entertainment.  We’re also giving you a virtual sneak peek 

of our future home, The Bedford Building.  Choose your ticket package and host your 

own at-home watch party.  All proceeds support the works of Catholic Charities help-

ing people in crisis every day.  Many thanks to our General 

Chairs the Janie and Harry Hoch, Jr. Family.  Please consid-

er being a sponsor or purchasing a ticket. Online registra-

tion is now open at IrishFestOmaha.org.  I guarantee you'll 

have a "shamrocking" great time! 

https://rcblood.org/30kKvqs
https://www.learnreligions.com/abstinence-as-spiritual-discipline-542184
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Mass Intentions 
Monday,         February 22, 2021                         Requested by 

   8:30 am         †   Sebastiana Favara and 

       Marie Favara Jacobson                          (Paul Favara) 

       School Mass for Christendom Academy* 

 Tuesday,        February 23, 2021 

   8:30 am      †  John Moragues                         (Sue Thomas) 

                             Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena after Mass 

       School Mass for SJA Kindergarten through 2nd Grade* 
Wednesday,  February 24, 2021    

   8:30 am        †  Tim Urlaub                         
      Litany of St. Joseph after Mass 

       School Mass for SJA 3rd thru 5th Grade* 

Thursday,       February 25, 2021 

   8:30 am        †    Dorothy Gappa                           (Sheri Jarrett) 

       School Mass for SJA 6th thru 8th Grade* 

Friday,            February 26, 2021 

   8:30 am        †    Ronald McClellan                  (McClellan Family) 

        School Mass for Christendom Academy* 
Saturday,       February 27, 2021 

   5:00 pm               †   Patrick Bystrek       (Dorothy & Rich Paskeic) 

       Fr. Greg 

Sunday,          February 28, 2021 

   8:00 am     SJA Parishioners                          

      Fr. Greg  

 10:30 am         †   Gabriel Scalise                      (Scalise Family) 

                                   Fr. Frank 

 

*Students will use the entire section of pews to the right of center aisle.  

 

Please remember those who are sick in our parish, and those 

we have been asked to pray for:   Vince Stanesick, Jim Caniglia, 

Josynne Sherlock,  Eileen Annin, Anna Maria Leo,  Jill Elston,  Jerry Hogya,  

Bev Sladovnik,  Shirley Bardsley,  Connie Wade,  Anto Kinsley,  Maxine 

Kantor,  Maria Menjivar,  Steve Hamill,  Nadine Hansen,  Ken Renken-

berger, Andrew Ascherl,  Bob Mercier, Sam Marchese, Grace Fascianella, 

Roger Pedroza,  †Daryl Tupper 
 
 

 

 

         40 Cans for Lent Food Drive 
The Knights of Columbus will be conducting a 

Lenten Food drive to help the St. Vincent de 

Paul Food Pantry.  The food drive will run from 

Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday.  We 

encourage you and/or your family to try and 

contribute one pantry item for each of the 40 

days of Lent.  Please place your items in the collection boxes in 

the gathering area.  Monetary donations will also be accepted.  

We thank you in advance for your support and generosity! 
 
 
  
 
 

2021 is the Year of St. Joseph 
With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (With a Father’s Heart), 

Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the declaration of 

Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the 

occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Jo-

seph.”  Beginning Ash Wednesday, the Litany of St. Joseph will be  

said after the 8:30 am Mass every Wednesday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Human Needs Committee is sponsoring the 

“Bare Necessities” Drive for the Siena/Frances 

House homeless shelter during the month of 

February.  There will be a tub and sign in the 

Gathering Area for your donations of essential 

items such as socks, underwear, and personal 

care items.  New or gently used winter clothing 

and coats are also needed.  Please see website for a list of items 

in critical need.  https://sienafrancis.org/how-to-help/donate-

items/needs-lists/critical-needs-list.html   Thank you 

                     Memorial Donation 
                        

                                                                           Thank you to the family and friends of 

                          Mary McAndrews 

              who made a donation of $450 in her name. 
                            

                                                                                                                         May her soul rest in peace.   

  

500 Confraternity   

February 21, 2021  -  SJA Men’s Club 

February 21, 2021  -  1st Sunday of Lent 
“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming  

the gospel of God….” - MARK 1:14 
 

Do you ever think about how difficult it must have been for Jesus to 

come into Galilee, knowing that John had just been arrested for teach-

ing the same message that Jesus was proclaiming.  It must have taken 

great love and trust for Jesus to do what the Father had sent Him here 

on earth to do.  In the same way, following a life of stewardship takes 

great love and trust from us.  We must be willing to surrender com-

pletely to God, trusting that God will always give us all that we need to 

fulfill His plan for us. 

Catholic Cemeteries to Offer Stations of the Cross 
 

All are invited to Stations of the Cross in Holy Angels Mausole-

um in Resurrection Cemetery Wednesdays in Lent beginning 

February 24th at 6:00 pm.  Weather permitting, we will walk 

the Stations in Calvary Cemetery on Good Friday at 3:00 pm.  

For further information, please contact Deacon Jim Tardy at 

402-391-3711 or jtardy@catholiccem.com.    

FEBRUARY 21, 2021 
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT  

 

                         Taking Care of the Earth 
Make stewardship of the earth a part of your Lenten Journey.  On 

February 25th at 6:30 pm at St. Roberts Church, 118th & Pacific, 

Fr. Mike Eckley will give a homily on Laudato Si’,  Pope Francis’ 

acclaimed encyclical on the environment. The homily will be fol-

lowed by an optional prayer session. Information on Conservation 

Nebraska’s ongoing events and projects will be available as well.  A livestream 

of the event can be seen on stroberts.com.  For more information, check out 

the event at facebook.com/ConservationNebraska or contact Andrew Wright 

at at awright@neconserve.org. 

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 
 

We invite all those who have yet to make a gift to join their 

fellow parishioners in an expression of gratitude.  Every gift, no 

matter how large or small, makes a difference.  Our parish has 

a goal of $39,385.51.  Donations, as of February 15th, are 

$31,181.04 which is 79.2% of our goal.  Help us reach our 

goal.  You can donate online at archomaha.org. 

What Can I Give Up for Lent?   
 

 Catholics don’t have to give up anything  

 for Lent, but they should try to add some 

 thing to their day.  What can be added?  

 According to Rev. James Shafer of Our  

 Sunday Visitor, here are some ideas of 

what can be done:  attend a weekday Mass (livestream), increase 

devotion/prayer time, give complements, put down their cell 

phone, write someone a letter, read about a Saint, go to confes-

sion, pray the rosary, perform an anonymous good deed, or forgive 

someone.  Folks can attend the Stations of the Cross, make a mini-

retreat, or attend one of the many “reflection” opportunities availa-

ble streamed online.  These can often be hard or inconvenient 

things to do, but they can become easy with the love of Christ.     

https://sienafrancis.org/how-to-help/donate-items/needs-lists/critical-needs-list.html
https://sienafrancis.org/how-to-help/donate-items/needs-lists/critical-needs-list.html
http://stroberts.com/
http://facebook.com/ConservationNebraska
mailto:awright@neconserve.org

