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The Laborers are Few 
 

Even though I’ve used it in other presentations, there is one slide I wish I would have included in my presentation to 
the seminarians last week about parish evangelization.  

St. Paul is giving this new pastor, Timothy, advice on 
the strategy for spreading the Word of God and 
building up the body of Christ.  In this one verse Paul 

clearly highlights that the primary role of a pastor is 
not to do everything himself, but to equip others in the 
task of evangelization and discipleship. Based on St. 

Paul’s pastoral theology here, the clergy’s critical task 
becomes leadership formation (developing more  
shepherds and coaches of these shepherds).  
 

The verse is essentially the thesis statement of my  
entire presentation. I think the seminarians got the 

point, but maybe I missed the chance to ground it in 
scripture for them.  In my reflections since the presentation, it’s also given me clarity about what we’ll continue to 
emphasize in the coming months and years.  Already we believe that Alpha is a great tool not only to help people 

experience conversion, but it also is a way to identify, equip, and empower leaders.  We are also currently reach-
ing out to and inviting parishioners to be trained as small group leaders.  

 

This strategy also hit home recently when I participated in the Archdiocese’s podcast called the EquipCast, 
which I help out with from time to time.  We interviewed a gentleman who wrote an article about the lay aposto-

late.  I want to share a quote from that article, which I shared with the seminarians as well.  
 

Parish ministry must be highly focused on forming and equipping parishioners to be highly apostolic  

contemplatives in the middle of the world: aspiring “canonizeable saints” who have as their life mission  
the sanctification of the temporal order, which includes their families, friends, colleagues, acquaintances,  
their professional work, civic duties, and every setting in which they find themselves. (Peter Andrastek,  

Where does Ministry End and the Apostolate Begin?) 
 

This will also be our focus. While Alpha had a small response this winter, we should begin preparing ourselves for 
an abundant harvest when we kick it off again in early September.  However, the harvest needs laborers. We can 

begin equipping ourselves as laborers of the harvest by joining or leading a small group this Lent.  If you’re inter-
ested in learning more, call Theresa Gunia at the St. Thomas More parish office (402) 556-1456 or email her at 
tgunia@stm.omhcoxmail.com.  

       In Christ,  

       Fr. Lorig 

 

  

   Paul       Witnesses    Timothy       Faithful      Others 
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St. JoAN  ARC 
OF 

3122 South 74th Street 

Omaha, Nebraska 68124 

Phone    (402) 393-2005 

Fax    (402) 398-9438 

Website  www.sjaomaha.org 

Email    church@sjaomaha.org 

Catholic Church 

mailto:tgunia@stm.omhcoxmail.com


2 
 

Mass/Confession Times at St. Thomas More 
 

Monday  -  Friday:  7:00 am 
 

Saturdays:  8:00 am  &  5:00 pm 
 

Sundays:   8:00 am  & 10:30 am 

  

 

Confessions on Saturdays: 4pm-4:40 pm 

  

PARISH PERSONNEL 

Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Lorig 

Cell 402-509-3909 

Email:  jplorig@archomaha.org 

Senior Associate Pastors: 

   Rev. Greg Benkowski 

    Rectory 402-393-8918 

   Rev. Frank Baumert 

    Cell 402-677-1565    
  

Deacon Ron & Julie Ryan  

402-551-4330 

Deacon Tim & Ruth Leininger 

402-731-7474 
 

Parish Business Manager 

Martha N. Saettele 

402-393-2005, ext. 4 

Bulletin Editor:  Linda Boyer 

Email:  bulletin@sjaomaha.org 
 

School Principal: Kayleen Wallace 

Secretary, Renae Vorland 

402-393-2314, ext 3 

Fax 402-393-4405 
 

Religious Education: Jennifer Muckey  

Email: jennifermuckey@gmail.com 
  

Athletic Director: Dylan & Beth Biros 

402-210-5407   

Email:  sjasports@yahoo.com 
  

Prayer Assistance Line 

Melinda Kenton 402-390-9470 

Kim Large:  prayer@sjaomaha.org 
  

Holy Communion to Homebound 

Deacon Tim  402-731-7474 

 

Food for The Francis House  

Mary Kentch 402-593-8703 
  
 

Funerals:  Please call the Parish Office  
  

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism  

Contact Fr. Lorig 3 months prior to 

baptism at 402-509-3909  

Marriage 

Please call Fr. Lorig at least 9 months in 

advance for date and instruction information.  

Always verify priest and  church availability 

before reserving reception venue. 

Penance   

Saturdays, 4:00 - 4:50 pm. 

Anytime by appointment 

Si necesita alguna información o tiene preguntas 

acerca de la iglesia por favor comuniquese con  

Martha Nevárez Saettele al 402-393 2005 ext. 4 

Parishioner Information 
 

  Please contact the parish office if you have a 

  change of address, phone number, or email.    

  Similarly, if you get married, have a child, are 

  leaving the parish, or wish to join the parish, 

  call 402-393-2005, ext. 4, or email  

  church@sjaomaha.org.  

Live Streamed Mass 
  

    Don’t forget, we live stream  

 the St. Thomas More 10:30 am 

 Sunday Mass.  You can access it 

through the St. Joan of Arc website  

          at www.sjaomaha.org. 

  

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration    

            Open Hours   

Tuesdays: 9am, 10am - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Wednesdays: 1pm - call Rebecca, 402-991-4497 

Thursdays:   12 noon  -  call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Saturdays: 6pm - call Deacon Tim, 402-731-7474 
 

             Interested in sharing an hour?   
            Call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Blood Drive at St. Joan of Arc  

Saturday, February 27th  -  7:00 am  -  2:00 pm 
 

 

The Human Needs committee will  

be hosting a blood drive at St Joan of Arc.    

Since many businesses are not working on site, 

there is an even greater need for blood donors.  
 

               An added bonus is you will get 

                   a free Covid antibody test.  
 

To book  an appointment  -  https://rcblood.org/30kKvqs.    
If you have questions,  

contact Penny North at 402-490-3268. 

   

Calendar of Events  
  

Friday, February 5th 

12:00 noon —  School Dismissal  

 

 

 Liturgical Minister 
February 6th, 2021 and February 7th, 2021 

EMHCs               Lectors 

       5:00 pm  -  Pat Grant  Katie Hart 

       8:00 am  -  Frank Klusmire Frank Klusmire 

      10:30 am      -  Carissa Gremm Linda Bayer 

A Simple Bequest 

Your generosity during your lifetime has enabled St. Joan of Arc to serve the peo-

ple of God in this community.  Continue to be a part of the strength of this com-

munity by making a bequest in your will to St. Joan of Arc Church/School.  Prepare 

a will today by contacting an attorney.  You may also direct questions to Tony Le-

Mar, Legacy Planning Officer, Archdiocese of Omaha at 402-557-5650 or aj-

lamar@archomaha.org. 

HOPE Certificates Are Available 
 

HOPE Certificates can be purchased from the School Office.  Gift cards 

are perfect for on-line purchases.  Many stores participate in this pro-

gram.  Stock up now for supplies, food, clothes, and gifts. 
  

We also sell HOPE Certificates by appointment.   

Call Jean Nauss at 402-391-1497 or Billie Pettid at 

402-397-5689.   Help Our Parish Excel! 

https://rcblood.org/30kKvqs
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Mass Intentions 
Monday,        February 1, 2021                         Requested by 

  8:30 am             †  Merlin McRoberts                       (Virginia McRoberts) 

School Mass for Christendom Academy* 

Tuesday,        February 2, 2021 

  8:30 am       †  Ronald McClellan                 (McClellan Family) 

                             Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena after Mass 

School Mass for SJA Kindergarten through 2nd Grade* 

Wednesday,  February 3, 2021  

  8:30 am       †   Maxine Kratky                          (Gary Kratky)  

School Mass for SJA 3rd thru 5th Grade* 

Thursday,       February 4, 2021 

  8:30 am       †   Dorothy Gappa            (Jim Gappa & Family) 

School Mass for SJA 6th thru 8th Grade* 

Friday,            February 5, 2021 

  8:30 am       †   Joyce Luebbert                     (Doris Luebbert) 

                Litany to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after Mass 
School Mass for Christendom Academy* 

Saturday,      February 6, 2021 

  5:00 pm       †   Dorothy Gappa        (Sheri Jarrett)    

       Fr. Benkowski 

Sunday,         February 7, 2021 

  8:00 am              SJA Parishioners                          

                Fr. Benkowski   

10:30 am       †   Harlan & Vera Mueller                     (Mueller Family) 

                                   Fr. Baumert 
 

*Students will use the entire section of pews to the right of center aisle.  

 

Please remember those who are sick in our parish, and those 

we have been asked to pray for:   Eileen Annin, Anna Maria Leo, 

Jill Elston, Jerry Hogya, Bev Sladovnik, Shirley Bardsley, Connie 

Wade, Anto Kinsley, Ken Renkenberger,  Maria Menjivar, Steve 

Hamill, Nadine Hansen, Bob Mercier, Maxine Kantor,  Andrew 

Ascherl,  Sam Marchese, Grace Fascianella, Roger Pedroza, 

†Paul Wade, and †Sharon Munro, †Bill Stark, †Marian Bendon 
 
 

January 31, 2021  -  4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be  

free of anxieties.”  1 Corinthians 7:32 

How much anxiety do we bring upon ourselves by constantly 

worrying about not having enough or attaining more 

things?  God won’t necessarily give you everything you want, 

but He will provide everything you need.  Try this – use the 

word “pray” instead of the word “worry” in the future.  Then 

pray for things instead of worrying about them. 
 

  
 

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 

We invite all those who have yet to make a gift to join 

their fellow parishioners in an expression of grati-

tude.  Every gift, no matter how large or small, makes 

a difference.  Our parish has a goal of $39,385.51.  

Donations, as of January 25th, are $30,380.00 

which is 77.1% of our goal.  Help us reach our goal.  

You can donate online at archomaha.org. 
  

 
 

 

Taking Care of the Earth 

Make stewardship of the earth a part of your Lenten Journey.  

On February 25th  at 6:30 pm at St. Robert’s, 118th & Pacific, 

Father Mike Eckley will be giving a homily on Laudato Si’,  Pope 

Francis’ acclaimed encyclical on the environment. The homily will 

be followed by an optional prayer session. Information on  

Conservation Nebraska’s ongoing events and projects will be 

available as well.  A livestream of the event will be available 

on stroberts.com.  For more information, check out the event at 

facebook.com/ConservationNebraska or contact Andrew  

Wright at awright@neconserve.org. 

St. Joan of Arc School Highlights 

  

500 Confraternity   

January 31, 2021  -  Chelsea Kenton-Carlson 

 

Part Time Position Open 

 

St. Joan of Arc is currently looking for a 

part time worker in our cafeteria.  The 

hours are 10:30 am to 1:00 pm.  If  

you are interested, please contact the  

the school office at 402-393-2314  

for more information. 

Pro-Life Student Essay Contest  
 

Who is Eligible? Students, grades 7-11.  
 

Submission Dates: January 22 – March 25  
 

Entries Must Be:  

1.     300-400 words  

2.     Typed  

3.     Printed single side  

Plagiarism disqualifies an entry; all quotations /usage of facts must be cited.  
 

Submission Directions:  

1. Do not include names or any other form of identification on the actual 

essay.  

2. Print, complete, and attach the identification form found at                   

archomaha.org/essaycontest/).  

3. Mail to: Respect Life Apostolate, 2222 N. 111th St. Omaha, NE 68164  
 

Judging will be based on the following criteria:  

1. Understanding of this particular pro-life message  

2. Clarity and persuasiveness in communicating the message  

3. Creativity and specific ideas  

4. Grammar, spelling, and organization  
 

Writing Prompt:  

On Building a Culture of Life in the New Public Square—Social Media  

We are called to courageously evangelize the world in our daily interactions. 

As technology and communication evolve, so too should the way we bring 

others to Christ. Social media is a powerful platform in the public square, 

where billions of people interact with each other and ideas. Considering how 

quickly technology and culture is evolving, how can the pro-life generation 

(your generation) use social media to build a culture of life, and bring the 

Gospel into the public square?  
 

Prizes for Each Grade Level:  

1.    $40 First prize and award certificate.  

        Essay will be published on the Catholic Voice website.  

2.    $30 Second prize and award certificate  

3.    $20 Third prize and award certificate  

Winners will be notified by email and mail. 1st place entries will be submitted 

to the Knights of Columbus statewide contest which will be judged separately 

and awarded in the fall.  
 

Instructions for Teachers: Submit no more than 3 entries from your class-

room or from each section of a particular class.   
 

For more information contact Whitney Bradley, Respect Life Apostolate  

Coordinator, at wabradley@archomaha.org or call 402.551.9003 x1306. 
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