
    
JANUARY 17, 2021  -  SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Humbled by the Task 
 

Without a doubt, I came in as the new pastor of St. Joan of Arc and St. Thomas More with a lot of ideas and ex-
citement.  Specifically, I came with a lot of ideas about evangelization and church growth.  I share Pope Francis’ 
dream of a “missionary option.” 
 

That is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of do-
ing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channeled for the evangelization of 
today’s world rather than for her self-preservation. (Joy of the Gospel, 27) 
 

The Monday after you read this bulletin, I will be in St. Louis speaking about evangelization to a group of men at 
Kenrick Seminary.  I gave the same workshop a year ago.  A lot has happened in a year, wouldn’t you agree?  As 
I review my notes from last year and reflect on my six months here as pastor, I have a lot more context from which I 
can teach.  The principles of evangelization still hold true, but the implementation and execution of those principles 
require so much more than good ideas.  It requires patience, perspective, partnership, and prayer.  It been hum-
bling to have to learn these at this stage of my life. 
  
Patience – This stuff just takes time.  Building a culture of evangelization does not happen because of a few bulletin 
articles.  It takes time to build relationships.  It takes time to learn the current situations of each parish.  It takes time 
to create a vision for growth with appropriate stakeholders like the parish councils and staff, and it takes even 
more time and strategy to communicate that vision. 
 

Perspective – I have to offer myself some perspective, see things from a different view.  There is a global pandem-
ic going on.  Our normal Mass attendance is 50% below normal.  Some of you, I have only seen half of your face.  
Our two parishes are sharing a pastor for the first time.  I have never been pastor with an associate priest, let 
alone two associate priests who are older than me.  Both parishes have very different needs and immediate con-
cerns that require attention.  We just went through a divisive election season.  Implementing a vision for change 
would be hard in normal conditions but expecting real change in a year like this is near impossible. 
 

Partnership – This cannot be done by one person.  Accomplishing a vision like this requires finding the right people 
who share a similar desire for change.  One might think all you need is a vision and plan for execution and people 
would become energized enough for it to take off.  Surprisingly, the vision does not come first.  In the groundbreak-
ing study captured in the book Good to Great, it is just the opposite. “Who” comes before “What.”  Getting the 
right people in the right seat is really the first step before setting the direction.  
 

Prayer - My prayer has changed.  I am slowly learning the concept of turning my life and my will over to the care 

of God.  This is too big.  It is more powerful than I am, but not more powerful than God.      

       In Christ,  

       Fr. Lorig 

St. JoAN  ARC 
OF 

3122 South 74th Street 

Omaha, Nebraska 68124 

Phone    (402) 393-2005 

Fax    (402) 398-9438 

Website  www.sjaomaha.org 

Email    church@sjaomaha.org 

Catholic Church 



2 SAINT JOAN OF ARC CATHOLIC CHURCH 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

Mass/Confession Times at St. Thomas More 
 

Monday  -  Friday:  7:00 am 
 

Saturdays:  8:00 am  &  5:00 pm 
 

Sundays:   8:00 am  & 10:30 am 

  

 

Confessions on Saturdays: 4pm-4:40 pm 

  

PARISH PERSONNEL 
Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Lorig 

Cell 402-509-3909 

Email:  jplorig@archomaha.org 

Senior Associate Pastors: 

   Rev. Greg Benkowski 

    Rectory 402-393-8918 

   Rev. Frank Baumert 

    Cell 402-677-1565    
  

Deacon Ron & Julie Ryan  

402-551-4330 

Deacon Tim & Ruth Leininger 

402-731-7474 
 

Parish Business Manager 

Martha N. Saettele 

402-393-2005, ext. 4 

Bulletin Editor:  Linda Boyer 

Email:  bulletin@sjaomaha.org 
 

School Principal: Kayleen Wallace 

Secretary, Renae Vorland 

402-393-2314, ext 3 

Fax 402-393-4405 
 

Religious Education: Jennifer Muckey  

Email: jennifermuckey@gmail.com 
  

Athletic Director: Dylan & Beth Biros 

402-210-5407   

Email:  sjasports@yahoo.com 
  

Prayer Assistance Line 

Melinda Kenton 402-390-9470 

Kim Large:  prayer@sjaomaha.org 
  

Holy Communion to Homebound 

Deacon Tim  402-731-7474 

 

Food for The Francis House  

Mary Kentch 402-593-8703 
  

 

Funerals:  Please call the Parish Office  
  

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism  

Contact Fr. Lorig 3 months prior to 

baptism at 402-509-3909  

Marriage 

Please call Fr. Lorig at least 9 months in 

advance for date and instruction information.  

Always verify priest and  church availability 

before reserving reception venue. 

Penance   

Saturdays, 4:00 - 4:50 pm. 

Anytime by appointment 

Si necesita alguna información o tiene preguntas 

acerca de la iglesia por favor comuniquese con  

Martha Nevárez Saettele al 402-393 2005 ext. 4 

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 
We invite all those who have yet to make a gift to join their fellow parishion-

ers in an expression of gratitude.  Every gift, no matter how large or small, 

makes a difference.  Our parish has a goal of $39,385.51.  Donations, as of 

January 11, 2021, are $29,670.00 which is 75.3.% of our goal.  Help us 

reach our goal.  You can donate online at archomaha.org. 

Live Streamed Mass 
  

    Don’t forget, we live stream  

 the St. Thomas More 10:30 am 

 Sunday Mass.  You can access it 

through the St. Joan of Arc website  

          at www.sjaomaha.org. 

Calendar of Events  
Monday, January 18th, 2021 

No School  -  Martin Luther King Day 
   

Liturgical Ministers 
January 23rd, 2021 and January 24th, 2021 

     Lectors        EMHCs 

       5:00 pm  -  Tom Assmann       Ruth Leininger         

       8:00 am  -  Julia Craig       Anthony Manno 

      10:30 am      -  Rose Koch                             Rick Koch  

  

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration   

  

            Open Hours   

 

Tuesdays: 9am, 10am - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Wednesdays: 1pm - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

Saturdays: 6pm - call Deacon Tim, 402-731-7474 
 

             Interested in sharing an hour?   
            Call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

         A Huge Thank You   
 

  Many thanks to all who donated toward the St. Nick  

  “No Dinner” Dinner.  Between the sponsorships and  

   the donations, we netted almost as much as the St. 

   Nick Dinner in 2019!  Thanks to everyone for your   

   tremendous support! 

Special Mass for Vocations at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Monday, January 18th at 5:30 p.m. 
 

The Serra Club of West Omaha invites you to join us for Holy 

Mass on Monday, January 18,  at 5:30 PM at St. Elizabeth 

Ann Seton Catholic Church in Omaha (5419 N. 114th Street) 

to pray for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and 

consecrated religious life within the Archdiocese of Oma-

ha.  Mass will be celebrated by Rev. Frank Baumert.   
 

Immediately following Mass, we invite you to 

attend our brief Meeting & Mixer.  Find out how 

you can engage in helping to build the Church 

locally. Meet our dedicated Serra members and 

enjoy light refreshments with us.  For questions, 

contact John Lingo, Serra VP, 402-290-4670 or John@JLingoLaw.com. 

January 17, 2021  -  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them,  

‘What are you looking for?’”  - JOHN 1:38 
 

What are you looking for?  Are you wasting your time looking for 

the material comforts of the world? Or, is your heart longing for 

something deeper that can only be found by spending time with 

God?  Take time, each day, in silence and ask the Lord what it is 

that He wants you to do. 

mailto:John@JLingoLaw.com
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Mass Intentions 
Monday,       January 18, 2021                         Requested by 

  8:30 am      †  Ralph “Bud” Peitzmeier             (Ron & Colleen Peitzmeier) 

Tuesday,       January 19, 2021  

  8:30 am     †  Mel Kluthe                       (Kluthe Family) 

School Mass for SJA Kindergarten through 2nd Grade* 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021  

  8:30 am     †   Ronald McClellan                  (McClellan Family)  

School Mass for SJA 3rd thru 5th Grade* 
Thursday,      January 21, 2021 

  8:30 am     †   Mildred Peitzmeier                  (Ronald & Colleen Peitzmeier) 

School Mass for SJA 6th thru 8th Grade* 

Friday,           January 22, 2021 

  8:30 am     †   Christopher Krejci                        (Paula Spanke)  
School Mass for Christendom Academy* 
Saturday,      January 23, 2021 

  5:00 pm     †    Patrick Bystrek                (Jack & Alyce Roggenbach) 

       Fr. Lorig 

Sunday,         January 24, 2021 

  8:00 am              SJA Parishioners              

                              Fr. Benkowski   

10:30 am     †    Edward Novak                     (Richard Novak) 

                                   Fr. Baumert 

 

*Students will use the entire section of pews to the right of center aisle.  

 

Please remember those who are sick in our parish, and those we 

have been asked to pray for:   Anna Maria Leo, Jill Elston, Bill Stark, 

Jerry Hogya, Bev Sladovnik, Shirley Bardsley, Connie Wade, Anto Kinsley, 

Ken Renkenberger,  Maria Menjivar, Steve Hamill, Nadine Hansen, Bob 

Mercier, Maxine Kantor, Sam Marchese, Andrew Ascherl,  Eileen Annin, 

Grace Fascianella, Roger Pedroza, †Rose Romano, †Paul Wade, and 

†Sharon Munro 

 

 

 

A Very Sincere Thank You  

for your support for our Christmas Giving Project this year. Your 

generosity was overwhelming.  Thank you to 

those who adopted the four families from our 

school that were in need of help. Thank you to 

those that made monetary donations. The 

donations allowed us to provide donations to 

the school, teachers and staff, a gift card to the 

four adopted families, and a donation to Operation Others/

Catholic Charities.  We pray that you stay safe and healthy during 

this pandemic.  May God bless you in this Christmas season and 

in the new year.      - - Human Needs Committee 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Join the SJA 500 Confraternity Today 
You, too, can be a 500 Club Winner and help SJA at the same 

time.  For a membership of $60/year, you are 

entered into 52 weekly drawings.  Half of the 

money raised is used as prize winnings; the other 

half is for parish/school necessities.  Applications 

are in the Gathering Area.  Questions?  Call Jean 

Nauss at 402-391-1497.   
 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Charities Has Openings 
  

Catholic Charities is currently looking for 

a fully licensed therapist to join its Be-

havioral Health team.  This individual will 

work with outpatient clients on a PRN 

basis.  Visit www.ccomaha.org/about/employment to learn 

more, or contact Kelly Bolte, HR Manager, 402-829-9220, 

with questions.  Other positions are available as well.      

  

St. Joan of Arc School Highlights 

Know Anyone Going To College in Omaha? 
Please share with them that there is a 

place that was made just for them:  the 

St. John Paul II Newman Center.  All 

college students in Omaha are welcome 

to join this community and parish, find 

friends, and have fun.  We also have a 

safe, affordable residence hall on site.  

Please visit jpiiomaha.org for more information, videos, and a virtual 

tour.  Call anytime 402-557-5575 to tour in person.   

  

500 Confraternity   

January 17, 2021  -  Pat Ladenburger 

Catholic Schools Week begins Sunday January 31st.  Catholic Schools Week is 

when we celebrate all Catholic Schools and especially what makes education at 

Saint Joan of Arc School outstanding.  This year’s activities may look different, 

but we are still focused on the Catholic Schools Week Theme of Faith, Excel-

lence and Service.  The theme also focuses on key elements of Catholic educa-

tion: faith development, academic excellence, and dedication to service. These 

elements set Catholic schools apart from other educational options. They are 

why families make sacrifices to provide their children with a Catholic education.  
 

We are still planning some activities for students to make the week enjoyable, 

but this year we are focusing specifically on prayer.  Students will pray a decade 

of the rosary each day for a new group.  Monday is for the Parish/Community, 

Tuesday is for students, Wednesday for the Nation, Thursday for Vocations, and 

Friday for teachers and staff.  This year each student will draw a name of anoth-

er student and pray for them during the week.  Prayer partners will be revealed 

on Friday. 
 

I am grateful every day for the teachers, staff, board members, parents, and 

volunteers who make Saint Joan of Arc a success.  National Catholic Schools 

Week is a good time for all of us to thank them for their dedication and service.  
      

     Kayleen Wallace 

     Principal 

 

 

Part Time Position Open 
We are currently looking for a part time worker in our  

cafeteria.  The hours are 10:30 am to 1:00 pm.  If  

interested, please contact the school office at  

402-393-2314 for more information. 

  

                 Honor Roll Recognition 
 

 

                                  Marian High School 

                                                                                                                                                                          Isabella Beck 

                                    Eutihia Kapatos 

                                   Arianna Saettele 
 

Mercy High School 

Samantha Burns 

Hailee Davis 

Nora Rennels 

Eleanore Slavik  
 

Gross Catholic High School 

Annie Biros 

Lilliana Spady 

 

Congratulations to these students and their families. 


