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Last week I mentioned a bit about the mission of the church.  The mission cannot merely be a statement on the 
back wall of the church building.  To belong to this church is to belong to the mission.  We don’t go to church. We 
are the church.  The church is our mission.  We are on a mission.  The mission has to become the culture of who we 
are and what we are all about.  For the mission to go from being written on a plaque to written on our hearts 
means we have to rethink everything we do here.  It has to become our culture.  
 

 

 

Each parish has its own culture.  It’s a potent brew of knowledge, belief, and behavior which everyone in the 
parish uniquely shares. Culture is what we celebrate and what we tolerate.  We can no longer tolerate the  
passive consumer, “What are you doing for me?”, “How short  
can we make Mass?” mindset.  We need to celebrate the mission,  
specifically accomplishing the mission.  
 

 

 

And so, what’s the mission? 
 

 

I don’t have a catchy mission statement yet, but here are my thoughts around it.  The mission, which I briefly men-
tioned last week is to reach more people for Christ.  But that’s only part of the mission.  The mission also has to 
do with helping people take next steps.  Using that analogy of a house, the mission is to welcome people at the 
“front porch.”  This is what it means to reach more people.  But we don’t want to stop there. We then want to 
accompany them to the living room and into dining room.  Accompanying others to take steps from the front 
porch to the living room is the win we want to celebrate as a church.   It needs to become our culture. 
 

 

 

It’s helpful to track Mass attendance, Infant Baptisms, and First Communions; but it really only tells part of the 
story, and it might not even reveal the main plot.  We know from experience that just because a family sends a 
child to the Catholic school, it doesn’t mean the family will grow in their faith.  In fact, it can be quite alarming for 
older parishioners to realize that only about 30% of our school families actually go to church regularly every 
Sunday.  We also know that just because a family has their children baptized, it doesn’t always mean the faith 
will be practiced at home.  Those are the front porch, first step types of activities of the church, and we want to 
be really good at them.  However, the real measure of a healthy church is often realized not in those things  
mentioned above, as important as they are, but in the number of those we are accompanying in their walk with 
the Lord.  
 

 

So, to sum up my scattering of mixed metaphors and quips, the mission of our parishes is to reach more people 
for Christ and to help each other to take next steps along a path towards a deeper commitment to community 
and Christ.  

 

 

Alpha is a good step.  Joining a group is a good step.  A further step could be a commitment to regular prayer, 
Mass, and tithe.  Fleshing all of this out is the main project I’ll be taking on in the coming months. 

  

The Mission 
Fr. Jeff Lorig 
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Mass/Confession Times  

   at St. Thomas More 
 

Monday  -  Friday:  7:00 am      

Saturdays:  8:00 am  &  5:00 pm 

Sundays:  8:00 am  &  10:30 am 

  

Confessions on Saturdays:4—4:40 pm 

  

PARISH PERSONNEL 

Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Lorig 

Cell 402-509-3909 

Email:  jplorig@archomaha.org 

Senior Associate Pastors: 

   Rev. Greg Benkowski 

    Rectory 402-393-8918 

   Rev. Frank Baumert 

    Cell 402-677-1565    
  

Deacon Ron & Julie Ryan  

402-551-4330 

Deacon Tim & Ruth Leininger 

402-731-7474 
 

Parish Business Manager 

Martha N. Saettele 

402-393-2005, ext. 4 

Bulletin Editor:  Linda Boyer 

Email:  bulletin@sjaomaha.org 
 

School Principal: Kayleen Wallace 

Secretary, Renae Vorland 

402-393-2314, ext 3 

Fax 402-393-4405 
 

Religious Education: Jennifer Muckey  

Email: jennifermuckey@gmail.com 
  

Athletic Director: Dylan & Beth Biros 

402-210-5407   

Email:  sjasports@yahoo.com 
  

Prayer Assistance Line 

Melinda Kenton 402-390-9470 

Kim Large   largekm@cox.net 
  

Holy Communion to Homebound 

Deacon Tim  402-731-7474 

 

Food for The Francis House  

Mary Kentch 402-593-8703 
  
 

Funerals:  Please call the Parish Office  
  

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism  

Contact Fr. Lorig 3 months prior to 

baptism at 402-509-3909  

Marriage 

Please call Fr. Lorig at least 9 months in 

advance for date and instruction information.  

Always verify priest and  church availability 

before reserving reception venue. 

Penance   

Saturdays, 4:00 - 4:50 pm. 

Anytime by appointment 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration  

              Open Hours 

 

            Sundays: 11pm - call Rick, 402-599-3152 

            Thursdays:  4pm - call Rachel, 402-658-8418 

            Saturdays: 6pm  -  call Deacon Tim, 402-731-7474  
 

 If you are interested in taking an hour with someone else or in being a sub,  

                 please contact Rachel at 402-658-8418 or burnsjms@cox.net. 

Calendar of Events   

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 

7:00 pm  Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday, November 25, 2020   

6:00 pm  Men’s Club Meeting  -  Social Hall 
6:00 pm  3G  Prayer Service and Item Donation at STM   
 

Thursday, November 26, 2020   

9:00 am  Thanksgiving Day Mass 

   

Thanksgiving Break  -  November 25-29th  -  No School 

Parish and School Offices will be Closed During Thanksgiving Break 

Liturgical Ministers 
November 28, 2020 and November 29, 2020 

     Lectors        EMHCs 

       5:00 pm  -  Ruth Leininger      Tom Assmann        

       8:00 am  -  Steve Branscombe      Mary Beth Branscombe 

      10:30 am      -  Dave Hudson                        Valerie LaCrosse 

Advent at Catholic Cemeteries 

Catholic Cemeteries invites you to pray this Advent Season on December 

2nd, 9th, and 16th, at 6:00 pm in Holy Angels Mausoleum at Resurrection 

Cemetery.  We know this time of year can be empty, desolate, and sad for 

many as they experience the Christmas Season without their loved one.  

Come hear the Scriptures and beautiful music as we remember our loved 

ones who have journeyed forth from this life to be with the God on High.  

For further information, please contact our cemetery office at 402-391-

3711 or jtardy@catholiccem.com.   

Give Thanks at Thanksgiving 
Wednesday, November 25th at 6pm at St. Thomas More  

It will be a night of giving, gathering, and gratitude.  We’re calling it 3G.   

 

The primary purpose of this event is to create an easy invite so parishioners can 
feel comfortable inviting friends and family who don’t normally go to church.  

 

The evening will consist of a food drive or some other charitable and tangi-
ble giving.  As people walk in, they will be welcomed by happy, smiling 
faces that greet them with enthusiasm.  We want it to be a very personable 
experience.  What follows will essentially be a prayer service focused on 
gratitude and giving. 

The Diaper Drive sponsored by the Ladies Guild was 

a huge success.  Altogether, over 4100 diapers as 

well as various baby supplies were delivered to the 

Omaha/Winnebago Reservation.  Thank you to  

everyone that donated.  Sr. Deana said that “you 

have no idea how much your generosity has helped these mothers!” 

Si necesita alguna información o tiene preguntas acerca de la 

iglesia por favor comuniquese con  

Martha Nevárez Saettele al 402-393 2005 ext. 4 

Low Gluten Hosts 

There has been an increase in requests for low gluten 

hosts at Mass recently.  Both St. Thomas More and St. 

Joan of Arc have at least 2 low gluten con- 

secrated hosts in the tabernacle at all times.  

If you wish to receive a low gluten host at 

Mass, please let the priest know before 

Mass that you would like to receive one. 

mailto:kmlarge@hotmail.com
mailto:burnsjms@cox.net
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Mass Intentions 
Monday,       November 23, 2020                         Requested by 

  8:30 am        †   Joyce Luebbert                                 (Doris Luebbert) 

      School Mass for Christendom Academy* 

Tuesday,       November 24, 2020                        

  8:30 am           †   Maxine Kratky                            (Gary Kratky)                    
 Our Lady of Perpetual  Help Novena after Mass 

      School Mass for SJA Kindergarten thru 2nd Grade* 

Wednesday, November 25, 2020  

  8:30 am        †   Patrick Bystrek      (Kim Hoffman)  

Thursday,      November 26, 2020  -  Thanksgiving Day  

  9:00 am        †     Deceased Members of the 

       Kluthe and Bracht Families                      

Friday,           November 27, 2020   

  8:30 am        †      Pat Faur               (Mike & Kim Elston) 

Saturday,      November 28, 2020 

  5:00 pm        †   Marie Callahan                           (Rich Novak)  

       Fr. Lorig 

Sunday,      November 29 , 2020  - First Sunday of Advent 

  8:00 am              SJA Parishioners              

                              Fr. Benkowski 

10:30 am       †   Tom Mainelli                    (Mainelli Family) 

                                   Fr. Baumert  
 

*Students will use the entire section of pews to the right of center aisle.  

 

Please remember those who are sick in our parish, and those we 

have been asked to pray for:   Bill Stark, Shirley Bardsley, Nadine 

Hansen, Connie Wade, Bill Dineen, Anto Kinsley, Rose Romano,  

Jerry Hogya, Maria Menjivar, Georgia Goltl,  Steve Hamill,  Ken  

Renkenberger, Bev Sladovnik, Maxine Kantor, Grace Fascianella, 

Sam Marchese, Roger Pedroza, Andrew Ascherl, Eileen Annin, Bob 

Mercier, †Joan Young, †Mary Dougherty  
 

 

Human Needs Committee and Christmas Giving  

Traditionally, the Human Needs Committee has 

worked with Catholic Charities in their Christmas 

Family Giving program.  This year, instead of using 

an ornament tree to collect individual gifts, SJA will  

be focusing on parish and school families in need 

and looking for sponsors for these families.  Please 

call Judy Blair at 402-393-7955 if you would be able to sponsor 

or help sponsor a family or if you know of a family in need. 
 

As in the past, if you want to help but are unable to sponsor or  

co-sponsor a family, we will accept donations.  We will donate 

anything in excess to Catholic Charities, Operation Others, or to 

SJA to satisfy additional needs.  Checks can be made out to the 

SJA Human Needs Committee and mailed to Judy Blair, 10225 

Gertrude Circle, LaVista, NE 68128, or put in the collection bas-

ket.  Thank You in advance for your generosity during this chal-

lenging year! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Abide 

Abide is a weekly, hour-long prayer course, taught 

by Fr. Lorig for four consecutive Sunday mornings 

from  9:10 am –10:10 am in Room 108 at St. Joan 

of Arc.  Seating is limited for the sake of Covid-19 

safety precautions.   
 

        Week 1  - November 29             Week 3  - December 13 

        Week 2  - December 6             Week 4  - December 20 
 

To register,  email Fr. Lorig at jplrig@archomaha.org or call  

St. Thomas More Parish Office at 402-556-1456.   

St. Nicholas Dinner   -  A Drive Thru Event 

Sunday, December 6th, 2020, Noon - 4pm, $10/Plate 
 

 Come to the SJA St. Nick Drive Thru Event   The same good   

 food will be served and the candy raffle will still happen.  A  

 plate will consist of turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, 

 vegetable, bread, & a cookie.  The candy booth will be there,  

 but candy must be purchased at the same time as the meal  

 tickets (5 candies/$1).  More specifics later.  
 

In the meantime, we are collecting items that can be used for 

candy raffle prizes.  Donations can be dropped off in the wood-

en bins in the link.  We accept all kinds of items big and small.  

Please mark your items "St. Nick Prize."  If you have any ques-

tions, or if you would prefer to have your donation picked up, please call 

Rachel Burns, 402-658-8418 or Dianne Heath, 402-350-6399.  

Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

      
      

While this year has been more challenging than most, this is the time to re-

flect back and take stock.  During this Thanksgiving Season, I’m reminded to 

reflect on the blessings that God has bestowed on me, and this year is no 

exception.  I have much to be grateful for.  I am most thankful for the love of 

my family and friends.  We haven’t necessarily been sharing the same spac-

es this year, but more time has been spent making phone calls and texting 

and sharing photographs and checking in on each other via this new thing 

called Zoom.  Absence does make the heart grow fonder.  I can’t wait to see 

my family in person, and I know I won’t take those shared times for granted 

when they come back my way. 
 

I feel blessed to be part of the Saint Joan of Arc School Community.  I am 

grateful for the group of dedicated teachers with whom I work every day.  The 

SJA faculty and staff really stepped it up this year and were so diligent in their 

efforts to keep students in school for instruction.  I am reminded daily of our 

school mission when I see what wonderful ideas and instruction these teach-

ers present to our students.  I am grateful for the school parents who are 

supportive in their actions and their financial commitment to SJA.  I am  

grateful for the new collaborative leadership of Fr. Lorig.  His energy is conta-

gious and his ideas are boundless.  He has brought a new perspective of 

possibilities to the Saint Joan of Arc School Community.  I am very thankful 

for the Men’s Club, the Ladies Guild, and the Knights of Columbus who are 

willing to support our school. 
 

Most of all, I love and am thankful for the wonderful spirit of the students at 

Saint Joan of Arc, and I realize how blessed I am when I see them in the 

halls.  When the school year started in August, I noticed how quiet and 

thoughtful the students were being.  It was almost as if they didn’t want to do 

anything wrong that would cause the school to close.  They loved being back 

in school with their friends and teachers.  Things are back to normal now and 

I usually hear them coming before I see them.  That’s how a happy school 

should be. 
 

Finally, all of us, students and staff, are grateful to the parishioners who sup-

port our school through sharing their time, talent, and treasure.  It is your 

generosity that enables us to keep moving forward.  Blessings to all of you 

this Thanksgiving Season. 

 

I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart. 

Psalms 9:1 

     Kayleen Wallace 

     Principal 

St. Joan of Arc School Highlights 

 500 Confraternity   

November 22, 2020  -  Shirley Windels 
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